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Introduction:  

FLACC has been validated for children from the age of 2 months.  

FLACC Revised (FLACC with additional behavioral descriptors) has been validated for children with 

cognitive impairment.  

 

Instructions for using FLACC Revised: 

Individualize the tool: The nurse should review the descriptors within each category with the 

child’s parents/caregivers. Ask them if there are any additional behaviors that are better indicators of 

pain in their child. Add these behaviors to the tool in the appropriate category.  

Scoring: Each of the five categories [(F) Face, (L) Leg, (A) Activity, (C) Cry and (C) Consolability] is 

scored from 0-2, which results in a total score between 0-10.   

Patients who are awake: Observe for at least 1-3 minutes. Observe legs and body uncovered. 

Reposition patient. Observe activity, assess body for tenseness and tone. Initiate consoling 

interventions if needed.  

Patients who are asleep: Observe for at least 5 minutes. Observe body and legs uncovered. If 

possible, reposition the patient. Touch the patient to assess for tenseness and tone.  
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