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Braden QD Scale 

Introduction  
 

The Braden QD Scale is a revised and simplified version of the Braden Q Scale. The Braden 
QD Scale addresses the risk of device-related pressure injury (the “D” in QD), as well as 
the risk of immobility, in infants and children younger than 18 years old.    

It was validated in a multicenter prospective cohort study of 625 patients, ages preterm to 
21 years, who were on bed rest for at least 24 hours and had a medical device in place. To 
ensure generalizability from the study population to acute care pediatrics, enrollment was 
stratified by age, patient type (medical–surgical or cardiovascular), and hospital unit 
(pediatric ICU or non-ICU).  

At a cutoff score of 13, the Braden QD Scale was found to have a sensitivity of 86% and 
a specificity of 59%, similar to that of the Braden Q Scale, which at a cutoff score of 16 was 
found to have a sensitivity of 88% and a specificity of 58%.  

The Braden QD Scale provides pediatric nurses with a single instrument with which to 
assess both immobility-related and medical device–related pressure injury risk across a 
diverse clinical population typically cared for in children's hospitals. 
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